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A Prayer for the 
Churches 


O God, within whose sight 
All men have equal right 














To worship thee, 
Break every bar that holds | 
Thy flock in diverse folds; 
Thy will from none withholds 

Full liberty. 
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Lord, set thy churches free 






From foolish rivalry! 






Lord, make all free! | 






Let all past bitterness | 
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Now and forever cease, | 






And all our souls possess 


True charity. 
—John Oxenham. 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. Norval C. Kern is now the pastor 
of the Victoria Park Christian Church 
of Toronto, Ontario. 

Rev. H. L. Bailey has closed a two- 
weeks’ evangelistic meeting with his 
church at Phillipsburg, Ohio, resulting 
in sixteen accessions and the consecra- 
tion of two babies to the church. A home- 
coming and harvest-home service, w'th a 
dinner served by the ladies, was held 
the last Sunday of the meeting when 
many old friends returned to enjoy the 
fellowship of the day. 


The Layman Company, 730 Rush 
Street, Chicago, which has distributed 
many millions of pamphlets on the tithe, 
now announces an attractive new series 
at so low a price that distribution to an 
entire church through a period of ten 
weeks costs only two and a half cents 
per family. A set of samples and full 
particulars will be sent by the Layman 
Company free of charge upon request. 
In asking for same, please mention the 
Christian Church and The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty. 

The Mayor and the Treasurer and 
Clerk and Librarian of Irvington, New 
Jersey, are on “The Committee of Forty- 
four” to celebrate the one hundredth an- 
niversary of the First Christian Church 
of Irvington. The committee is appoint- 
ed a full year in advance that it may 
plan and prepare largely for the celebra- 
tion. Dr. Hainer (who will have served 
the church forty-four years as pastor) 
and the official board of the church will 
serve on the committee with Mr. A. Le- 
Roy Baggott, chairman. 

Rev. A. B. Kendall, D. D., pastor at 
Parma and Greece Church, near Hilton, 
New York, has done a fine thing in send- 
ing out to his people a questionnaire in 
which he seeks to find the needs and as- 
pirations of his people, both personally 
and in relation to church activities. The 
questionnaire is full of pertinent ques- 
tions and aims at laying a foundation for 
a winter of fruitful service in that field. 
On the reverse side is a list of possible 
sermon subjects with a request that those 
thought to be most desirable be checked 
as a guide to the minister in preparing 
his winter’s work. 


The Herald goes to press before the 
end of the General Convention, and 
therefore can give only stray notes of 
that gathering. Next week’s issue will 
contain a fuller account of the Conven- 
tion and its actions. 


General Convention Notes 


The enrollment is not completed at this 
writing, but over five hundred in attend- 


ance has been the rule at all sessions of 
the Convention up to this time. 


Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., reported to 
the Convention the serious illness of 
Superintendent Charles D. Johnston, of 
the Elon Orphanage, and the Convention 
joined in prayer for his speedy recovery. 





The General Couneil of Congre- 
gational and Christian 
Churches 


October, 25 was a great day in 
the history of the old Christian 
Charch when, in General Conven- 
tion assembled, it was unanimous- 
ly voted to merge its interests and 
join its fellowship in The General 
Council of Congregational and 
Christian Churches. 

By unanimous vote and without a 
ripple of dissent, this union was 
approved on Friday afternoon, Octo- 
ber 25, 1929, which will ever be an 
historic day in our fellowship. 


The General Convention of the 
Christian Church will continue to be 
in existence and do its work until 
the legal and other details can be 
worked out, but the decision is now 
a matter of history; and just as ex- 
peditiously as is practical, the full 
union will be consummated. There 
are matters of properties and legal 
procedures which will be referred to 
commissions for adjustments and to 
the courts that “all things may be 
done decently and in order” and to 
guard and guarantee interests. 


In the meantime, the Christian 
Churches and the Congregational 
Churches must carry on their mis- 
sionary and educational and evan- 
gelistic and other work, and there 
must be conserved and promoted the 
things we are to merge. The slogan 
is not one of retrenchment, but of 
extension. 


The action at Piqua on the union 
of the two bodies will only affect 
local churches in giving them a 
larger fellowship. Each local church 
may retain its own name of Chris- 
tian Chureh and its own way of 
managing that church, but at the 
same time it will feel itself a part 
of a great church of a million mem- 
bers united for service. 











Superintendent Edgar S. Rothrock, of 
the Ohio State Conference of Congrega- 
tional Churches, was a deeply interested 
attendant of the Convention from the be- 
ginning. He brought greetings from 
Ohio Congregationalists. 


The folks in the Canadian delegation 
were among the early arrivals and were 
greatly interested in the merger out- 
come. Their position between the United 
Church of Canada and the Congregation- 
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al-Christian union has created an unys. 
ual interest among our Canadian breth. 
ren. 

The attendance of women at Piqua 
has exceeded that of any previous ¢on. 
vention. At the first luncheon the reser. 
vations, which were limited to one hun. 
dred, greatly exceeded the accommods. 
tions and many women were uhable to 
gain admission. 

The five delegates from the Afm- 
Christian Convention, led by President 
Harris of that Convention, were greatly 
impressed with the great gathering and 
expressed themselves as highly pleased 
and greatly inspired by both the attend. 
ance and the spirit of the gathering, 

The early morning upper-room prayer 
services were a decided success from the 
first day, when the attendance was too 
great for the room to which it was as- 
signed. These early devotional gather- 
ings, under the direction of Rev. W. J. 
Young and his committee, have had much 
to do with the deep spiritual tone of the 
whole Convention. 

The “Southern Preachers’ Quartet” de- 
lighted the Convention with Negro spir- 
ituals and southern and gospel melodies, 
The colored delegation also sang during a 
Wednesday interlude, rendering “Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot” and “Do You 
Think I’d Make a Soldier?” There was 
a fine spirit in their singing which was 
greatly appreciated. 

Dr. W. W. Staley, pastor emeritus of 
the Suffolk, Virginia, Christian Church, 
and Dr. W. H. Hainer, active pastor of 
the Irvington, New Jersey, Christian 
Church, are attending the Convention 
and active in committee work and on the 
floor, although each is approaching the 
celebration of fifty years of pastoral 
service in his respective church. 

The missionary atmosphere, which was 
very much in evidence at the Convention, 
was emphasized in the introduction on 
Wednesday of our missionaries to Japan 
—Rev. and Mrs. Clark P. Garman—and 
Pastor Kitano, secretary of the Japanese 
Christian Conference; also Rev. W. RB. 
Caldwell, “the Sky Pilot” of the big 
woods of Western Washington. The mis- 
sionary exhibit is a popular center be 
tween sessions, 


Five hundred men in a great banquet 
and five hundred women in a great mis- 
sionary meeting was a double feature of 
Friday night’s session. Both were high- 
ly successful affairs and a fitting climax 
to a day which will go down in the his- 
tory of the Christian Church and in the 
story of progress in Christian, union. The 
prayers of our fathers and mothers and 
of their sons and daughters are begil- 

(Continued on page fifteen) 
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Parish Brains and Brawn 


A CONTRIBUTED EDITORIAL BY REV. H. S. HARDCASTLE 


HE ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ demands 

and deserves the best that is in a man. It presents 
a stirring challenge to manhood at its highest levels. 
It is in every sense of the word a real man’s job. This 
is admittedly true of the large city parish, but it is just 
as true of the small country parish. In fact, the care of 
any parish makes most exacting demands on the brains 
and the brawn and the blood of the man of God who 
takes his work seriously. This has been true of all ages, 
but it is especially true of our modern era. The man of 
God who has been called to this high calling, who has 
eyes to see and ears to hear and a heart to feel, will not 
only thank God that he counted him faithful, putting 
him into the gospel ministry ; he will study to show him- 
self approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, so that he may continue faithful in that 
ministry. He will cherish a secret and a sacred ambi- 
tion to be a man of God, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works. There are several factors that enter into 
the preparation of the man who would thus present 
himself at his best for the Master’s service. 


HERE are two factors that enter into this prepara- 

tion that do not, as a matter of fact, come within the 
seope of this article as suggested by the caption, but 
which are so fundamental that they must at least be 
given brief space. There is, first of all, the matter of a 
divine call to the ministry. The man who has never 
had that impulse, that conviction, that ‘‘God-pressure 
from within’’ that calls him into the ministry, and calls 
him so insistently that he cannot get away from it, 
lacks the one thing that above all others will give vigor 
and vitality to his ministry. This call need not—in fact 
it does not—come alike to all. But in one way or an- 
other it must come to the man who would be prepared 
for the ministry. The other fundamental factor in the 
Preparation which a man should bring to his parish is 
a godly manner of life. There is no substitute for this. 


ITH these fundamental factors as a starting’ 


point, what other preparation does the present- 
day minister need to equip him for his work in his par- 
ish? What training can he and should he get, both be- 
fore entering the ministry, and after he has entered the 
ministry, that will make him more efficient and fruitful 
in his ministry? These are questions that are in the 
minds and on the hearts of many men, both those who 
are already in the ministry, and those who are about 





to enter the ministry. It must be confessed, however, 
that a dogmatic and final answer cannot be given to 
these questions. The best that can be done is to suggest 
certain principles and ideals that must of necessity find 
varied application, but which, if applied, would make 
for a more useful and fruitful ministry. 


HERE should be, first of all, a background of 

knowledge and culture which is the product of a 
general education. It is becoming increasingly true that 
the pastor of the average church, even of the average 
country church, is ministering to people who, because 
of larger educational opportunities and because of wider 
contacts with cultural agencies, are becoming more and 
more intelligent. The minister who would preach and 
minister effectively to intelligent people must himself 
be intelligent—he must have a good general education, 
preferably such as is the product of a college course. 
It is perhaps not possible for every minister to be a 
graduate of a college, but that should be the ideal. Cer- 
tainly it is true that every young man called into the 
ministry ought to see to it that he gets a college educa- 
tion. With the opportunities for securing an education 
in our day, and especially with the help which denomi- 
nations give to candidates for the ministry, it is a ques- 
tion whether a young man who is unwilling to pursue a 
college course ought to be ordained to the ministry. 
The Chinese have a proverb to the effect that he who 
would do good work must have sharp tools. Education 
in itself will never equip any man for the ministry, but 
education, rightly conceived and rightly used, will make 
any man more useful in the gospel ministry. 


[* addition to general education representing the equiv- 
alent of a college course, there ought to be, if pos- 
sible, more or less specialized training. Here again one 
cannot lay down a Medo-Persian law, but here again it 
is well enough to sound a high note and to challenge 
with a high ideal. For example, the minister should 
bring to his parish sound, theological education or 
training. We are living in a day that is making tre- 
mendous demands on religion. Old faiths must be in- 
terpreted or re-interpreted in the light of new knowl- 
edge. The minister must be able to interpret the the- 
ology of another day in terms that have life and life- 
giving power for our day. It stands to reason that the 
man who has had sound theological training is better 
equipped to do this than the man who has never had 
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such training. This does not mean, of course, that a 
man who has never had any theological training cannot 
be a good minister or a good pastor. It does mean that 
those who seek to be most fruitful should prepare them- 
selves most fully; and theological education will help, 
that is, theological education in its broadest and sound- 
est sense. Whatever else theological education ought to 
do, it ought to give a man a sound method of Bible 
study, an increased knowledge of the Bible, a deeper 
respect for and a warmer devotion to the Bible. What- 
ever other books the minister may know, he ought to 
know his Bible. He cannot very well preach the Word 
if he does not know the Word. 

The phenomenal, yet sound growth of religious edu- 
cation, or Christian education, and the increasingly 
large place it is coming to assume in the parish program 
make it imperative that the modern minister have some 
training in religious education. He should be at least 
familiar with the aims, principles, goals, materials, and 
methods of religious education. Except in the relative- 
ly few cases where churches have directors of religious 
education, the pastor of the average parish will have to 
assume the responsibility for outlining and supervising 
the program of Christian education. The thing is too 
big and involves too much to be taken lightly. Every 
pastor should try to prepare himself, at least in a gen- 
eral way, for this vital form of ministry. Even those 
pastors who have been in the ministry for a number of 
years can equip themselves for this work by extension 
courses or by home study and reading. 

The minister’s preparation should also include train- 
ing in homiletics and in public speaking. One of the 
supreme elements of responsibility of the minister is his 
message, and if that message is poorly prepared or 
poorly delivered, a man’s ministry is thereby made the 
poorer. In other words, the minister should prepare his 
message as thoroughly and deliver it as effectively as 
possible, and he should adopt every legitimate means to 
that end. A study of homiletics and of the principles 
of public speaking will make a man’s pulpit work ‘more 
effective. In this connection it might be said that after 
one has heard the average minister read the Scriptures 
in a service of worship, he usually feels that a course 
on reading the Scriptures aloud should be required of 
every candidate before he is ordained. Alas, how much 
slovenly and shameful work is done in the name of the 
Lord at this point! 

One could go on at length and discuss other factors 
that enter into a man’s preparation for the work of a 
parish. For instance, the modern minister must be an 
efficient executive and even a business administrator, 
and anything that will help him toward this end will 
make him more fruitful in the ministry. He must learn 
to get along with folks; and a course in psychology, 
while no substitute for the grace of God, may be a sup- 
plement to it. He will need to know the art and the 
scienee of pastoral calling, for there is nothing more 
vital to a man’s ministry than pastoral calling, and yet 
there are many ministers who neglect it or do it poorly. 
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He ought to know something about music, but not to 
much. In other words, the minister needs all the prep. 
aration, both general and special, that he can get; ang 
he needs to bring all this preparation in a beautify) 
consecration to the end that he may be found faithfy 
and fruitful. 

Thus far this article has dealt with what is suggested 
in a general way by the first part of the caption, ‘‘Pay. 
ish Brains’’. In spite of the fact that the editor of The 
Herald suggested that topic for this contributed edito. 
rial, the writer could not resist the temptation to add 
‘‘and Brawn’’ to the caption, and hence he must add 
this paragraph to this article. For no man is prepared 
for the care of the parish until he is ready and willing 
to put into practical application with his brawn, his 
preparation of brain. There is no substitute for hard 
work in the ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Let 
every man get the most thorough preparation he can, 
And then let him do with his might what his hands and 
his head and his heart find to do. For in doing this, 
he shall both save himself and those to whom he 
ministers. 


Two Convention Impressions 


S these lines are penned The General Convention of 

the Christian Church has reached the end of the 
second day of its program. About four hundred out-of 
town visitors have arrived thus far. Many more will 
come. Only preparatory business has been done. Two 
first, outstanding impressions of the gathering are un- 
avoidable. 

The first deep impression to a veteran convention 
attendant is the changed personnel of this gathering. 
Places in the ministry long filled by the old and faithful 
personalities of the church are being occupied by a new 
and outstandingly competent generation of well-trained, 
broad-thinking, genial and consecrated young preachers. 
This new group is occupying the pulpits and places of 
responsibility in our conferences and institutions. One 
who looks upon this Convention can have only opti- 
mism for the future. Moreover, there is no cleavage 
between youth and age as has sometimes been discert- 
ible. The younger men of this Convention are apprecia- 
tive of the values of experience and the wisdom of years. 
Neither are the veterans of the ministry jealous of their 
prestige. Instead, they gladly make place for these 
splendid young men, recognizing the value of their 
training and the worth of their vigor and enthusiasm. 

The other impression is of the deeply devotional at- 
titude of the entire Convention. The worship periods 





introducing each session command as much interest a 
any other Convention feature. These have had variety, 
deep insight, and keen interpretation from the several 
leaders and a most responsive attitude from the dele 
gates. This may be said to be a praying Convention. 
The deep yearning of every heart seems to be for 
Divine Leading through the present questions. Not i 
recent conventions has this attitude been more evident. 
—F. G. C. 
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Dr, Barbour Installed 

On October 18, Dr. Clarence A. Barbour was installed as 
president of Brown University. The installation service was 
held in the historic church of Roger Williams, the cld Baptist 
Mectinghouse, which stands at the foot of College Hill in 
Providence, Rhode Island. In this historic church all the 
commencements of the College have been held in its one hun- 
dred and sixty-two years, with the exception of two. It was 
in this church that Dr. Barbour received his Bachelor’s de- 
gree in 1888. Dr. Barbour was for eighteen years pastor of 
the Lake Avenue Baptist Church, Rochester, New York, and 
for six years was an associate Y. M. C. A. Secretary and head 
of the religious work cf that organization. In 1916 and 
1917 he was president of the Northern Baptist Convention, 
and is now serving as president of the Baptist World 
Alliance. Dr. Barbour resigned the presidency of the Roches- 
ter-Co'gate Theological Seminary to accept the presidency of 
his Alma Mater. He will continue the liberal pclicies of 
his predecessor, Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, which has made Brown 
outstanding in the field of education. Professors and presi- 
dents representing about two hundred other educational in- 
stitutions took part in the installation of the new president 
of Brown. 


Merger 

The Methodist Protestants have been merging their or- 
ganizations recently. A new board, consisting of twenty-one 
members made up of six ministers, four laymen, ten women, 
and the president of the General Conference, will take over 
the duties cf the Board of Foreign Missions, the Home Mis- 
sionary Board, and the Women’s Home Missionary Society. 
The new board will merge two weekly publications also— 
The Methodist Protestant and The Methodist Recorder. More 
and more the church is coming to see that a more concen- 
trated organization is needed to carry on its work efficiently. 
In almost all denominations there are organizations of sim- 
ilar interests being merged and publications are constantly 
merging so that they may cease to be losing institutions. 
Such steps are not backward but forward, and mean the 
greater growth of the Kingdom. 


The Great Feel Humble 


At the restored model of Menlo Park where Mr. Edison 
re-enacted the invention of the incandescent lamp there as- 
sembled an almost unprecedented array of great figures. 
President Hocver was there and many another to do the 
great inventor honor. As Will Rogers observed, they all 
felt humble and about equal beside Mr. Edison. The cere- 
monies of the fiftieth anniversary of the great invention 
which has meant so much to American homes was held un- 
der the auspices of Mr. Edison’s. great, good friend, Mr. 
Henry Ford. All over the country celebrations cf the great 
event are being held. A whole people is striving to pay a 
great man honor. The scene of the invention of the incan- 
descent lamp was re-enacted in the same way and under 
the same circumstances, as nearly as careful planning could 
reproduce them, that the actual invention occurred. 





celebration marked the fiftieth anniversary of the event, and 
Within that period of time the electric lamp has become the 
most common thing in American homes. In the recon- 
structed Menlo Park Mr. Ford has gathered together many 
an Edison memento. When Mr. Edison arrived for the cele- 
bration, he alighted from the train at the old Smith Creek 
station where as a boy he was thrown from the grand trunk 
train by an irate conductor because he had set the baggage 
‘ar on fire with one of his chemical experiments. Other 
features also aided in the feeling of the old days. Mr. Ford 
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The Trend of Events 


The 


had spared no end of pains to make the event natural to 
those who attended it and to Mr. Edison, in whose honor the 
celebration was held. 


Canadians Own Canada 

There is considerable discussion at times relative to the 
large investment of American capital in Canada. It is 
interesting to note, therefore, that from fifty-five to sixty-five 
percent of all Canadian securities are owned by Canadians. 
The total British and foreign investments in Canada amount 
to $5,742,043,000. British investments account for less than 
half of this, or $2,209,517,000. The British holdings are 
exceeded by American investments by more than a Dillion 
dollars, but Canadian investments in American securities 
amount to $874,626,000, or more than one-fourth of the Ameri- 
can holdings in Canada. This is regarded as a splendid rela- 
tive showing, since the population of the two countries is in 
a one-to-ten ratio or less. The Great War revealed to Cana- 
dians something of the present and potential wealth of 
Canada, and the habit of buying their home securities has 
remained with them. It is estimated that the national 
wealth at present is safely five times the total of British and 
foreign investments, and so there is no need in Canada for a 
feeling of disquiet. In the matter of coal and other things, 
Canada is becoming more self-sustaining. Within the last 
four years the imports of anthracite coal from this country 
have fallen off some twenty-five percent, partly due to the 
use of Canadian fuel and partly to the increased use of 
electricity in industry. Bituminous coal has also fallen off, 
though not to such an extent. These things are matters for 
pride to Canadians and help us to recognize something of the 
great country north of us. 

ES 


According to a recently announced report of Clarence M. 
Young in charge of aeronautics of the Department of Com- 
merce there are now 10,180 lighted airways now in operation 
with an additional 2,065 under construction and expected 
to be completed at an early date. In addition to this aid 
to the fliers cf the United States, there have been provided 
263 intermediate landing fields, 1,406 airway beacons, 164 
weather reporting stations, twenty-seven communicating 
stations, and seven radio range beacons. All of these aids for 
fliers reveal how vast an enterprise flying has become in 
this country. There are landing fields in practically all the 
larger cities and towns and these are being increased rapidly 
and more adequately equipped to care for the ships and 
fliers. 

o- 

Progress is being made in the raising of the memorial 
fund for Rev. G. A. Studdert-Kennedy, and from which help 
will be offered Mrs. Studdert-Kennedy for the education of 
their children. It is believed that the goal of thirty-five 
thousand dollars needed for all purposes will soon be raised. 
The American committee which undertook the raising of ten 
thousand dollars has already raised twelve thousand. Some 
time ago in reporting the death of Dr. Kennedy on this page 
we called attention to the proposed memorial fund for the 
benefit of his family. It is gratifying to ncte the progress 
which is being made in England and this country, and par- 
ticularly the response of Americans among whom Dr. Ken- 
nedy had many friends. 

oa | 

The present Turkish system of taking a sole name de- 
rived for the most part from some name of the deity is most 
confusing; a bill to compel the adoption of family names is 
now pending. 







































































































Extension Through Enrichment 


Parts of the President’s Convention Address at Piqua, Ohio, October 22, 1929 


UR circumstances are most favor- 

able for an historic Convention. 

Anticipation and earnestness az to 
the issues of this gathering have quick- 
ened our interest. These issues can nev- 
er be the same to any succeeding Conven- 
tion. If here we act wisely, we shall 
establish the beginning of a new epcch; 
if we blunder, we shall take from our 
successors their opportunity. Making or 
marring will be our vocation for the next 
week. We will be creative or destruc- 
tive; progressive or reactionary. 

With what an overawing sense of re- 
sponsibility we should come together and 
with what earnestness we should pray 
for 4 purging from all unfavorable per- 
sonal attitudes in order that we may 
have a small measure of worthiness to 
sit in the midst of this responsibility. 
Our duties here require the mind of the 
Master with his purposes transferred to 
us and his motive transfusing our hu- 
manness that we may overlook no aspect 
of his will. Only in this mood dare we 
enter these portentious days. 

The motto of this Convention is “En- 
richment and Extension”, which is also 
the slogan of our Jubilee Year. “Exten- 
sion” has characterized the ambition of 
churches ever since churches were. “En- 
richment” is a necessary antecedent of 
extension. What enriches, under logical 
development, will extend. In the church, 
development is first intensive and invis- 
ible, afterward extensive and visible. 
Achievement must be personal before it 
can be collective. We advance by our 
units. The church does things only as 
things are done in and through its mem- 
bers. In this is to be found the explana- 
tion of our non-progress and also the 
future way to victory. 

Optimism and pessimism are too often 
the product of moods: We shovwld have 
neither without foundations. For years 
some people have been suffering fore- 
bodings concerning the success of the 
church general and the triumph of re- 
ligion. These are in all churches. 
Change, they have called decadence; de- 
parture from historic and conventional 
ways of doing things has seemed to them 
apostasy. Religion is dead because re- 
sponses to it are different. But in reli- 
gion “there is no death, that which 
seems so is but transition”. Whoever 
would promote religion in our day must 
have an open and active mind. Changes 
are so rapid that the church is unable 
to make adjustments quickly enough to 
meet them. Precedents are weightless. 
The age is young, restless, and vigorous. 
Old philosophies cannot hold back these 
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daring days or suppress the things that 
go with them. Methods of religious ad- 
ministration must abound in mutability. 
The age will take religion with it only 
if religion can keep pace with it, but it 
will show little favor to a religion of 
infirmities and apologies. Religion must 
be broad-breasted, large-hearted, muscu- 
lar, industrious, and sympathetic. It 
cannot be a pet to be coddled and 
groomed; instead, it must labor more 
heroically than all others. Its standing 
depends upon its upstanding. A church 
will be accredited not because of its 
peculiar plea, but because of its Christ- 
like practices. 

We are not alone in this emphasis. 
This has been a year of religious con- 
ventions. One is impressed with the al- 
most complete coincidence of their em- 
phases. There is an unmistakable trend 
in religious thinking unaffected by de- 
nominational relationship. There is al- 





FELLOWSHIP 


These are my Father's folks, 

What’er their name or sign; 

How their familiar look and 
tone 

Doth cheer this heart of mine, 

The love-light in their eyes, 


The handclasp quick and 
strong, 

The feeling we have met be- 
fore 


And known each other long; 
These are my Father's folks! 
—Author Unknown. 
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most an uniform conception of the things 
belonging to the mission of the church. 
We are struggling at the same major 
purposes and with pretty much the same 
methods. Weaknesses and impediments 
seem also to be common. For the most 
part our rate of progress is at about the 
same pace and our shrinkages similar 
and from the same causes. In these 
things we have arrived at an unsought 
unity. By the bond of our problems 
we are akin. This reference is to im- 
press us that during these days of plan- 
ning we are but parts of the larger 
whole. All that we do here should bear 
relation to that fact. We will under- 
measure our function if we think in 
terms of an institution or regard our- 
selves as representatives of a denomina- 
tion alone. The selfishness of a church is 
more reprehensible than that of an in- 
dividual, for it sins against both its 





make this later church. 


welfare and mission, and the presump. 
tion is warranted that it knows better 
ways, 

Before us is being held this anniver. 
sary of the last year of our Lord’s earth. 
ly ministry and the constructive remem. 
brance of that first Pentecost. Most of 
the communions are joining in the cele 
bration of this nineteen hundredth anni- 
versary. We will do well to remind our. 
selves that Pentecost really came out of 
a school of Christian education strength. 
ened by prayer. Though mystical and 
riotous enough in its first appearance to 
suggest inebriacy, an intelligent tongue 
succeeded the strange “tongues” before 
the event could have meaning for a 
world. Then following this Pentecostal 
visitation the early church began or. 
ganization, evangelism, new fields of ef- 
fort, training of workers, bands for 
prayer and study, attacks on false reli- 
gions, financial ingatherings, ordinances, 
fellowship, missionary enterprises, and 
a self-abandonment to the will of God 
which took them through fires of perse- 
cution. The Pentecostal spirit and pow- 
er made that early church. It will also 
Some one has 
said that the “heavens are always full of 
cloven tongues, seeking places to alight”. 
Pentecost without a succeeding program 
is not Pentecost. 

But we must not let ourselves forget 
that the divine purpose in enrichment is 
extension. We are saved to serve. The 
life of one is less important than that of 
the many. We, like Abraham, are blessed 
that we may be a blessing. The world 
has not yet gone far in its appropriation 
and application of Christianity. The 
gospel should be carried to non-Christian 
lands. It should be imbedded more deeply 
in the hearts of those of the so-called 
Christian countries, our own no less than 
others. As long as so much of our life 
circles around a profit system as it does 
today; as long as men are rated as light- 
ly as they are in the present industrial 
system; as long as we continue to act 
as if domestic and foreign difficulties 
are to be settled by physical instead of 
mental and moral force to the extent 
that we do now; as long as there is race 
discrimination; widespread inattention 
to the gospel; prevalent immorality, de 
scending ideals of home and marriage 
and the numbness of so many people who 
are enrolled as Christians to these situa 
tions, there is a need than which none is 
greater for the extension of the gospel. 
How can a church stand uncondemned 
before the Lord with the unremitted 
guilt of these things upon its soul? None 
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THE 


js less culpable than the rest. Our ha- 
pitual complacency deepens our guilt. 

In the midst of this situation the 
church suffers itself to further weaken 
its effectiveness by a nonco-ordinate state 
through hundreds of divisions within its 
ranks. This at any time would be re- 
prehensible. At this time it is little less 
than criminal. The church cannot get 
very far forward until it gets closer to- 
gether. Denominationalism is without 
defense. If denominations have brought 
to the world all the values with which de- 
nominationalists have credited them, 
which I doubt, we are rapidly approach- 
ing the time when such values will be 
more than offset by the impotencies ana 
rivalries of division. The efforts of the 
church are being neutralized or deadened 
by our numerous divisions. A much 
smaller number defend denominational- 
ism than did at one time, instead today 
each advocates the superiority of his 
church above all others, which is but an- 
other way of perpetuating division. 

Our protestations have been for union 
throughout our history. We have talked 
it, written it, passed official resolutions 
endorsing it, and condemned the self- 
ishness of those who were not for it. For 
the first time we will have opportunity 
to prove the depth or shallowness of 
these declarations, This is our testing 
time before the Lord and the world. That 
denominationalism shall now be perpetu- 
ated because of its past values would 
apply to the continuance of the sickle in 
preference to the modern harvester. It 
is even pure assumption to think that 
these values would not have come to the 
world and in better form without denom- 
inationalism. If the spirit of God could 
lead in these things in a divided church, 
what can it not do in a united church? 
Whatever justification may be found for 
the past order, the welfare of the world 
and the perpetuation of the church itself 
demand inexorably the unity of the mod- 
em church. I have no hope that the 
church in its present state of division 
will keep the gates of hell from prevail- 
ing against it. 

But this unity of the church is not a 
thing to be accomplished by a word or 
even a resolution. It cannot be effected 
by any convention no matter with what 
powers it may be clothed. It is not a 
question to be determined by a set of 
blue prints. It will not be effected by an 
adoption of creeds or by making each 
like the other. Patience will be required. 
A situation which has been on the world 
for generations cannot be successfully re- 
vised in a day. Everything human 
reaches its final perfection by the ex- 
Perimentation of failure. To the man of 
faith, partial failure is but the proof 
that a thing can be done. 

Heart calls to heart and mind to mind 
the world over. The world has grown 
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in its spirit until tolerance is no longer a 
virtue. Love and co-operation are de- 
manded. No greater evidence of this is 
to be found than the fact that our own 
country whipped the Quakers out of New 
England sometime ago but now elects 
one as President of the United States. 
We must put Christian unity into the 
thinking of the modern church. We have 
discovered that religious education is the 
method by which results are most effec- 
tually secured in our church program, 
and it must apply here. Denomination- 
alism has been so long upon the people 
that it will persist on its own momentum 
unless there comes a better understand- 
ing. Too many religious questions have 
been thought to be settled when perhaps 


THE ENDLESS RACE 


SAY not, my brother, you have lost the 
race. 
Albeit my feet be fleeter than your feet, 
Yet in the trackless voids of Time and 
Space 
Your path and mine invariably meet. 





Swift is the wind, but so’s the languid 
breeze 
That gives it birth and sleeps within 
its breast. 
The mother-bird that flutters in the trees 
Cannot outfly the fledglings in the nest. 


The mountain stream that hurls in fitful 
leaps 

From rock to rock, its waters cool and 
clear, 

Can reach the distant, ever-silent deeps 
No quicker than a dewdrop or a tear. 
Come, brother, come. The day is not 

yet done. 
The race goes on relentless as before. 
The time to ask who’s lost and who has 


won 
Will be when Time and Distance are no 
more. 


Till then let’s drown my laughter in your 
tears 
And cast away their 
load, 
And stride along unmindful of the jeers 
Or cheers of those who loiter on the 
road. 


soul-benumbing 


—Mischa Naimy, in 
The New York Times. 





none is unless it be very fundamental. 
When the church has thought in the past, 
things have happened. We have called 
them reformations, revivals, movements, 
or a renaissance., Thinking is the great- 
est threat upon a worn-out order, yet it 
is one of the things toward which many 
people have a marked disinclination. 
The question of unity has been unfor- 
tunately tangled with what has been 
called denominational loyalty, and, by ar- 
guments from this angle, its arrival has 
been delayed. It is strange that denomi- 
national loyalty should so often be con- 
sidered with a backward look, that reli- 
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gion today should turn on the norm of 
what was. Denominational loyalty, as 
generally practiced, is rarely forward 
looking. There are people who will 
shout for their church and yet selfishly 
withhold their gifts which would aid its 
more splendid future. It will be cou- © 
rageous and sensible for some one to set 
a standard of denominational loyalty 
which makes a greater future for the 
Kingdom of God. 

There should be a thinking about 
unity which will promote it into the sta- 
tus of a duty or a conviction. Now it is 
mostly an elective. To some it looks like 
“a good thing” or one that will “save 
money”, get better preachers or do some 
other things of this sort; and yet whether 
it shall be had or not is purely optional, 
and with the thinking there goes but a 
slight sense of duty. Even the favor- 
able attitude is sometimes based on an 
incidental of church life. It was mostly 
the incidentals which caused our unhap- 
py divisions, but a greater tragedy would 
be for more incidentals to become the 
motive of Christian union. We hear even 
nonchurch folks talking about church 
combinations from business considera- 
tions. Farmers’ institutes are receiving 
suggestions from some men who have 
never had anything to do with the 
church about consolidation into commun- 
ity churches on a purely business basis. 
They repeat that question which was 
asked at the anointing of our Lord, “Why 
this waste?” And the spiritual back- 
ground is not very different from that 
which called forth the question original- 
ly. Union by the ideals of the trust or 
the trade union, effected by the program 
of the economist, will be very different 
from that thing which has its source 
back in the heart of Christ. The unity 
program of Christianity is threatened 
with invasion by the economist. 

The idea should be worked deeply into 
the feelings of our Christianity. Past 
days abound in proof that unity cannot 
be a thing of legislation. All such efforts 
have ended in more ‘division. Any kind 
of Christian unity must first be a thing 
of the heart. The interference in the 
past has been due to prejudice. Differ- 
ing in thought, men have differed in 
their feelings. Religious, political, and 
racial frictions have been due more 
largely to prejudicial feelings than to 
anything else. Briand has well said that 
“moral disarmament is more essential 
than physical disarmament”. 

A third place into which Christian 
unity ought to be deeply inserted is in 
our praying. It should be worked into 
our prayer programs of the year, ex- 
pressed in our public prayers and our 
private devotions. Nothing so checks us 
up and wears out our prejudices as to 
talk to God about our  segregations. 
Whatever impediment in personality hin- 
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ders the Kingdom of God can be entire- 
ly eliminated by prayer. 

Unity should always have an outstand- 
ing place in planning the working pro- 
gram of our Christianity. If we look out- 
side of the church, everything which men 
are doing in our day is running either 
to co-operation or to extinction. Life 
has come to be a part of co-ordinated 
systems materially and intellectually. It 
should be no less so spiritually. 

The great things of our Christian re- 
ligion are of a kind that must be done in 
co-operation or remain undone. Before 
the impending tasks of our day separa- 
tion is arrogance and snobbery if not 
open rebellion. Forms of Christian ac- 
tivity of universal interest should be 
universally planned. No matter how long 
delayed it may be or what form its com- 
ing may take, or indeed if Christian 
unity never comes, what the churches 
can do together should be done in that 
way. Prestige, efficiency, and success 
will be graduated to the degree of co- 
operation which churches attain. The 
alternatives to the great questions con- 
fronting the church of the Twentieth 
Century are combination or failure, and 
in no small degree will light or darkness 
rule as a result. On our racial problems, 
industrial problems, and moral reform 
problems denominationalism will make 
about as much impression as a fly on a 
pachyderm. 

But the place most necessary for the 
application of Christian unity is in its 
practice. We still need education and 
all of the other things about which we 
have been thinking, but our volubility 
must give place to activity. We have 
not overtalked the subject, but we have 
certainly underworked it. We have done 
So much less than we have discussed. 
Resolutions on unity have decorated our 
conference minutes as bouquets have dec- 
orated our conference pulpits and have 
had about the same durability. 

All the time while this has been going 
on, ecclesiastical misbehavior in eommun- 
ities has been pronounced and prolific. 
That community competition sometimes 
reaches the point of strife is no secret. 
Under its pressure we have traded a mis- 
sion to the world for an organization in 
whieh to enroll as much of the world as 
possible, When the emphasis is upen the 
building of an institution, a parasitic 
chureh results. It is trying to get some- 
thing out of the whole for itself. Under 
a sense of mission as given by the Lord 
Jesus Christ, it makes a contribution out 
of itself of something for the whole pro- 
gram. 

Another result which has come from 
the conception that the Kingdom was 
built by building the denomination has 
been that we have measured the services 
that we render by a system of numer- 
ics. That which counted most and quick- 
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est in enlarging the list of names on the 
church roll has been rated as the great- 
est service. In our eagerness we have 
picked a lot of unripe fruit. We have 
made church building a sort of comptom- 
eter process. We have been so bent on 
counting not only the Christians which 
we have made, but also the members 
which we have added from other folds 
that we were under the danger of rating 
our membership prospects valuable in 
proportion to their ability to contribute 
to the social, executive, and financial 
leadership of the institution which we 
were trying to build. Few church have 
the spirit of Christ to give up their or- 
ganic life for a larger cause or have the 
grace to say, “The cause must increase, 
but the organization must decrease.” 

A close analysis of this attitude will 
give an explanation as to why the mod- 
ern church is so much more weak than 
it should be in its social service program. 
All are painfully aware of its shortage in 
this respect. The reason is to be found 
in the fact that social service does not 
build the institution. What is rendered 


Stewardship and Childhood 


BY REV. RUE BURNELL 


few months ago I heard a chorus of 
about forty people sing. One num- 
ber especially appealed to me and to 
many of the others who heard it. They 
sang, “Open Thou My Eyes, O Thou 
Kind and Compassionate Jesus”, and 
nearly all the singers were blind. I 
knew that Jesus is kind and compas- 
sionate, and that our Father’s plan for 
the physica! life of his children is that 
they shall not be blind, but I knew also 
that certain physical laws, when dis- 
obeyed, will produce blindness. I knew 
further that blindness, as a result of 
broken laws, often comes not to the 
one who breaks the law, but to his child. 
So I pitied these singers the more as I 
heard their plaintive prayer for light, 
when I eonsidered that in all probability 
a ecnsiderable number of them walked in 
darkness because of sin against children. 
I have a deep conviction that there is 
a widespread lack of appreciation of com- 
parative values with a resultant impov- 
erishment of life. I see many people 
listening to cheap music because they are 
not trained to desire good music. I see 
many people reading chaffy literature 
because they do not recognize the com- 
parative worth of reading material. I 
see churches putting on services, and 
making a contribution to their communi- 
ties, that surely are beneath their pos- 
sibilities, because of lack of a proper 
concepticn of values and an undeveloped 
sense of mission or purpose on the part 
of their members. 


‘ing these wrong conditions, and thus 
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here does not come back in numerica] o> § — 
financial results to the church. 

This also explains why some high. 
pressure methods used to build th | 
church standards react against the 
things of the Kingdom. Under this jp. 
terpretation churches want preacher 
who are “go-getters”. I wonder if Jesus 
does not want the preacher who is a “go. 
giver’’. 

Very soon churches should resolve to 
do alone only what they cannot do with 
other Christians. Now some are accept. Je 
ing their co-operative tasks under the — do 
idea that they are forced to do with oth — 
ers some things which they cannot do ag 


themselves. Under this impression ow — W 

religious education program, our foreign sa 

mission program, our home mission pr. — ™ 

gram, and our religious publicity have § 

gone crippling along to unsatisfactory § t 

results. in 

It is time to be done with an effete a 

method. A new order just outside the — 1 
door of the church clamors for admis. 

sion. We are here to extend the King. — 1 

(Continued on page twelve) te 
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An understanding of stewardship 
would, I believe, go far toward correct- 


stop a great waste of life and a great 
cheapening of it; a great hindrance to 
the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God within the life of men. Folks are 
not wilfully bad so much as they ar 
partially blind. They simply do not recog- 
nize comparative values in the things of 
life. And for this condition they are not 
wholly to blame. Their childhood training | 
was slighted. They have been sinned 
against and therefore are walking more : 
or less in darkness. 

Childhood is the strategically vital 
time for teaching stewardship. Habits 
and conceptions are being formed then. 
Emotions are keen, contributing to this 
process. Now it the time to pray, “Open 
Thou his eyes”. Now is the time to do 
our part to answer the prayer (without 
which no prayer is genuine). Let uw 
teach the child to recognize the world 
as our Father’s, that we are his, that 
we are to fit into the world and God's 
plan for it as we fit into our team at 
schoo] or elsewhere. Let him know that 
“we are not our own, but are bought with 
a price, that therefore is our priv 
ilege to glorify God with our mind and 
our body”. Help him see that we have 
the honor of using these possessions of 
God’s—our abilities and our material 
things. This will bring more light, 4 
“more abundant life”. 

Truro, Iowa. 
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Time: Autumn, A. D. 29. 

Place: Jerusalem, 

Persons: Jesus and a Lawyer. 

Record: Luke 10:25-37. 

The Good Samaritan, as pictured by 
Jesus, has cast his shadow of good will 
down through 1900 years and cheers us 
on today. If in our day it shines forth 
asa high ideal of living, how much more 
when Jesus gave it to that people a thou- 
sand years before the Dark Ages! It is 
not only up to date, but it is ahead of 
date, and we have not yet come up to 
the place where man will treat his enemy 
in such way except he be redeemed and 
a follower of this light which Jesus gives. 
THE STORY 

A lawyer, who honestly believes that 
this young rabbi who is teaching in the 
temple courts is nothing less than an im- 
postor, comes to him before the crowd to 
show him up. He is a lawyer and knows 
the law and presumes that he can give 
this young man a question which will put 
him in a poor light if he cannot answer 
it correctly. ; 

He selects a question which has both- 
ered the rabbis and lawyers for genera- 
tions and which has never been settled 
by them. Their different schools and 
rabbis had waxed warm in its discus- 
sion and still no one was wise enough to 
answer for all. They believed in the 
eternal life of the nation (Israel), but 
this young teacher is proclaiming eternal 
life for the individual. He is daring in- 
deed to come to this center of the law 
and try to teach. This lawyer decides to 
tempt him into showing that he is unable 
to answer this one great question which 
puzzles the leaders. 


Back in the lawyer’s mind is the same 
thought which was back in the mind of 
the rich young ruler who came asking, 
“What good thing shall I do, that I may 
have eternal life?” It was in the mind 
of both that there was some one “good 
thing” which would give them the magic 
entrance into this eternal life which Je- 
sus taught. To them it was more of a 
“stunt” to do and have done with, but 
to Jesus it was a life which began in him 
and lasted eternally. “Master” is the 
way he addresses him, which means and 
18 translated “Teacher”. His address is 
respectful. Lawyers know how to ap- 
proach people with seeming respect to 
Sain their attention and to entangle them 
by seeming to be friendly and then tan- 
gling them in their testimony. 

“What shall I do to inherit eternal 
life” It is the question of a well-dressed 
and cultured gentleman of the day. It is 


The Good Samaritan 
Following Our Master’s Last Year of Earthly Ministry 
Enrichment — OUR JUBILEE YEAR — _ Extension 
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not as if it had come from a publican or 
sinner, and it is harder to meet. Here is 
a man versed in the law and the proph- 
ets and who is an authority in the church 
asking a question like that. The tempta- 
tion to feel that a man like that needs 
nothing is one of our weaknesses, but it 
was not the weakness of Jesus so to 
think. We look on the outward man of 
position and dress and culture, but Jesus 
saw through into the heart. He saw both 
his attempt at trickery and his need and 
he answers them both in the return ques- 
tion: 

“What is written in the law?” 

Who should know better than a law- 


yer what was written in the law? Jesus . 


takes him on his own grounds. 
“How readest thou?” is a further 





JUBILEE NEWS 


On Rally Day at South Vienna, 
Ohio, Christian Church five young 
people came forward and gave 
their lives to Christ and united 
with the church. Rev. Carl Dille, 
the pastor, reports that the attend- 
ance was almost double the usual 
attendance amd the results of the 
day, which closed with the celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper, were the 
beginning of a victory year. 

May our Jubilee Year bring 
many and all of our churches to a 
forward-looking and a forward- 
working position and thus glorify 
our Master and promote his cause. 











searching section to the answering ques- 
tion of Jesus, 

He not only asks him what is written, 
but how he reads it. God’s Word is only 
words to one who does not read aright. 
Reading words without meaning or with 
false meaning is useless or evil as the 
case may be. Jesus wants to know of 
him in this back fire question not only 
what is written in the law but how he 
reads it, which is more important. We 
may well face such a question from him 
today. 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God” is 
the first part of the lawyer’s wise an- 
swer. His quotation is from Deuteron- 
omy 6:4, It had been the background 
of Israel’s worship since the days of 
Moses and is repeated every Sabbath in 
the synagogue today where Hebrews wor- 
ship. This lawyer was above trickery in 
his answer. It seems that he honestly 
doubted this teacher from Galilee, but he 
would not be dishonest in answering him. 

“Thy neighbor as thyself” is the sec- 
ond part of the answer and is also taken 
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from the law in Leviticus 19:18. His full 
answer showed him to be a lawyer of the 
highest ideals and of finest ability. He 
was above the formal Pharisee who 
would magnify the outward far rather 
than the inward content. 

Jesus heartily approved this answer 
and commended him by his approval, but 
adds to it the words of life, “This do and 
thou shalt live”. It was more than the 
word of the law and it was more than 
understanding the meaning of the word. 
It was to give life to the word by living 
it. 

“This do and thou shalt live.” Yes, 
here is your answer, Mr. Lawyer, given 
by yourself. All you have to do is to 
live up to it. 

What a Master Teacher indeed was 
this lover of men. 

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? V. 29. 

And now the lawyer is on the defen- 
sive and is anxious to “justify himself”. 
He who thought he would trick the teach- 
er finds himself in a box of his own mak- 
ing. He tries to justify his position and 
himself by asking another hard question. 
The Jew believed that the Jew was neigh- 
bor to the Jew and should help another 
of his nation. But how far he should 
go was a disputed question. 

THE IMMORTAL STORY. VS. 30-35. 

The story lives on into our century and 
lives as we let it live. We know it right 
well—better than we live it. Read it 
and—Go, thou, and do likewise. 

WHICH WAS THE NEIGHBOR? V. 36. 

Jesus makes the lawyer again answer 
his own question. A lesser teacher 
would have told that lawyer something 
in words that he might not forget, but 
this Master Teacher did a greater thing 
in making the lawyer come to his own 
conclusions. For after all, teaching is 
not in presenting your opinions and in- 
structions to others, but in helping them 
to form their own conclusions and fol- 
lowing them. What you know and teach 
is important, but what they get and de- 
cide upon is supreme. Jesus illuminated 
the teaching with a life story and helped 
the lawyer to see for himself and choose 
for himself the way to go. 


PRAYER 

O, thou Master Teacher of men, teach 
as thy way and thy wisdom. Little chil- 
dren are in our homes and youth are 
all about us with open. minds and imma- 
ture lives. Teach us that we may teach 
them the way to eternal life. Help us 
so to illumine the way that they may see 
it. Help us so truly to light up thy truth 
and thy life that they may long to follow 
thee. Help us so to back up our teach- 
ing with lives which they will be zeal- 
ous to have in thee. Help us to minis- 
ter to every child of thine in need, wheth- 
er that need be for the material things of 
life or the eternal things of God. Amen, 
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How Mary Made Friends 
M4rY was a very fortunate little girl. 
She lived in a nice home with a love- 
ly lawn all around and plenty of room to 
play. She had any number of toys, but 
still she was not quite happy. “I don’t 
see”, she said to her Aunt Mary one 
day, “why all the children will stay over 
at Jane’s and play with her so much 
more than they will play with me. Her 
dolls are not half so nice as mine, and 
she has hardly any toys. Besides, she 
isn’t very pretty and her hair is as 
straight as a stick. And look how much 
more room we have here.” 

Now Aunt Mary loved her little name- 
sake very much, and she hated to see 
her unhappy. So she was sorry to have 
to say what she felt was the real reason 
that Mary was alone so much of the 
time. “You know,” she said slowly, 
stroking her little niece’s bright curls, 
“straight hair does not necessarily make 
one unattractive. Haven’t you often 
heard Grandma say that ‘Pretty is, as 
pretty does’? Maybe Jane is nicer about 
letting the other children play with her 
dolls and her toys than you are. Does 
Jane ever say ‘Don’t take that carriage, 
that’s mine’? I don’t believe she would 
ever say to the other children, ‘You’ll 
have to play this game that I want, be- 
cause aren’t we playing on my lawn?’” 

Then Mary’s little head began to hang 
down a bit. She remembered having 
said almost exactly those words. And 
she remembered, too, some things she 
felt sure Aunt Mary didn’t know about, 
how she had hid her candy and just 
slipped bites of it when the others were 
around and she thought they weren’t 
looking, and other things like that. 

Then she glanced up, “Aunt Mary”, 
she asked slowly, “do you think if I 
wouldn’t be selfish that the other chil- 
dren would like better to play with me?” 

“Well”, answered her aunt, “I couldn’t 
be sure, but I don’t think selfish people 
have so many friends and they are never 
as happy as their unselfish friends even 
if they have ever so many more toys.” 

“All right”, said Mary, “you don’t 
know, and I don’t know, but I’m going to 
find out if being selfish has kept me from 
having friends.” 

She was as good as her word and often 
after that when she wanted to ride her 
bicycle herself she would remember 
just in time and say, “Let’s take turns 
riding so we can all have fun.” She 
learned to play the games which her 
playmates wanted and she was surprised 
to find that very often they would make 
her choose a game. She found, too, 





that a little bit of candy shared with 
her friends tasted better than lots more 
eaten “on the sly”. 

It was not long until the children all 
came to Mary’s lawn to play, Jane alcng 
with the rest. Before Mary was through 
her lunch, she would hear, “Aw, Mar-ee”, 
and she nevermore had to beg her friends 
to come over and play with her.—The 
Christian-Evangelist. 


Rowena’s Orphans 

N sunny California on a bright summer 

day, sat a lonesome little girl. She 
was wishing she had something to play 
with—another little girl, a pet, anything 
alive. She was tired of Venice, her big 
doll; so she sat on the porch wondering 
what to do next. 

So Rowena sat in the rocking-cheair, 
a finger in her mouth and her big brown 
eyes fixed on vacancy, her slim, bare 
legs keeping the chair in regular motion. 
She watched some little linnets flitting 
along the ditch just the other side of 
the road, when suddenly she saw three 
boys coming from town carrying a sack. 
She was very curious to know what they 
had in it. As they came nearer she rec- 
ognized one, Johnnie Smith; sc jumping 
up and running through the gate, she 
paused just outside, and called: 

“What have you got in that sack, 
Johnnie?” 

“Brickbats”, replied Johnnie. 

“What are you going to do with it?” 
again asked Rowena, going nearer the 
bridge, upon which the boys stood. 

“Throw it in the ditch and see it 
splash”, answered the biggest of the 
three boys, the one called Charlie. 

But he had barely spoken when a faint 
“mew” came from the sack. Rowena’s 
sharp ears heard and her brown eyes 
opened wide as she gazed at it a moment 
without speaking. 

“You’ve got a kitty in there”, she said 
at last, “and you won’t throw it in the 
water.” 

“T’'d like to know why we won’t”, an- 
swered Charlie roughly. “They ain’t your 
cats.” 

“Cats! O, have you got more than 
one?” exclaimed Rowena. “Do let me 
see them. Johnnie, please.” 

Charlie wanted to throw them right 
into the water without letting her see 
them; but by coaxing and pleading she 
won Johnnie to her side and he opened 
the sack. Down in the bottom of it was 
three frightened, furry little kittens 
crawling over a cruel, hard brickbat. 
One was all black like the old witch's 
cat, one was black and white like a 


. into the water. 


skunk, and the other was striped lik 
a tiger and just that color. They wer 
afraid of the four faces peering in gt 
them and commenced to cry pitifully; 

“O, they’re so sweet”, said Rowena, 
“don’t drown them.” 

But Charlie only tied the sack tight 
and began to swing it to and fro befor 
throwing it into the ditch. When Roy. 
ena saw that they were really going to 
drown the pretty kittens she began to 
cry. Then she grabbed the sack and 
tried to pull it out of Charlie’s hands; 
but she couldn’t. She could keep him 
from throwing it in but she couldn’t take 
it away. He called for Johnnie to help. 
She held on tight, her little heart break. 
ing and the tears streaming down her 
face, but the two boys were stronger than 
she and managed to get it away from 
her. It was Charlie who threw it in the 
ditch. 

Rowena screamed terribly and cried; 

“You bad, wicked boys, to kill the 
little kitties! If I was big enough Id 
whip you.” 

. She didn’t waste much time in crying, 
though. Being barefooted it didn’t take 
long to grab up her little skirts and wade 
She had often played at 
swimming in it and it wasn’t very deep, 
but in reaching down for the sack she got 
her hair and shoulder all wet. Dragging 
the sack to the bank she hurried to open 
it and out she helped the three wet, 
straggling little kittens; their tails slim 
and straight as toothpicks. But they 
weren’t dead. 

“You horrid, mean, wicked things 
her shrill little treble voice called after 
the boys who were going back up the 
road. 

Then, starting to the house with the 
trio of wet babies clasped tightly to her 
little heart, she saw her mother stand- 
ing at the gate. 

But Mrs. May didn’t scold. She just 
gathered her little girl (and the wet 
kittens) tenderly in her arms and kissed 
her. Three little orphans had found 
home.—Esther B. Kiley, in Christian 
Advocate. 





’ 
” 
> 





Can You Tell? 


Which country makes you shiver! 
Chile. 

What country gives you an appetite? 
Turkey. 

Which country reminds you of meal 
time? Hungary. 

Which country is always in a turmoil 
Russia, , 

Which country is destructible? China. 

Which country is always lamenting! 
Wales.—Selected. 
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Importance of Stewardship Period 

Rev. J. W. Fix, Franklin, Virginia, 
writes: 

I have read and re-read “The Larger 
Stewardship”, by Cooke, and “The Com- 
petent Church”, by Agar. I am now 
completing my first reading of “Life as 
a Stewardship”, by Morrill, and “The 
New Christian”, by Cushman. I have 
found these books exceedingly interest- 
ing. Two of my Board of Finance have 
read one of them. I purpose to have 
each of my deacons and each member of 
my Board of Finance read at least one 
stewardship book this year. 


Rev. Judson E. Fiebiger, Toledo, Ohio, 
writes: 

Life is transcendingly beautiful when 
man co-operates with God’s plan. The 
grandeur of nature, the joy of friendship, 
the comforts of life, and the hope of life 
eternal are gifts from God. He entrusts 
everything to us, thus we become his 
stewards. He expects in return a por- 
tion of his gifts to be used in his serv- 
ice. It is his only plan for extending the 
work of his Kingdom. Dare we use less 
than one-tenth of his money for him? 
“As ye sow, so shall ye reap.” Sow 
abundantly for his work and reap the 
joys of Christian stewardship. 


Easy to Deceive One’s Self 


Some churches are deceiving them- 
selves. Adopting the Convention Budget 
Plan carries with it some implications. 
It implies that a church actually rec- 
ognizes its allotment; that is, its fair 
share of the regular, established denom- 
inational benevolences. It is evident to 
all who give it a moment’s consideration 
that the denominational obligations must 
be met weekly, or monthly, just as your 
pastor’s salary, your janitor’s salary, or 
other obligations. 
every member knows that there is no 
reason why the pastor’s salary should be 
paid every week or month any more than 
why your missionary’s salary, or your 
denominational secretary’s salary, or 
your college instructor’s salary. We are 
all one. The work is one. There is the 
same responsibility to every one of our 
workers. They cannot eat, pay rent, or 
buy clothes without regular and definite 
mcome. The budget plans for this and 
asks for one-twelfth of your allotment 
each month, and rightly so. This budget 
business is sensible, right. It is Chris- 
tian. Churches, in adopting the Con- 
vention Budget plan, show their fairness 
to all phases of the regular work—the 
less popular in appeal, as well as the 
More popular phases, 


Conference Tabulated Reports 


Conference complete tabulated reports 
should be in the Convention Secretary’s 
hand at once, Printed instructions on 
the Tabulation Blanks sent all confer- 


Every pastor and: 
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ence secretaries, if carefully followed, 
will help splendidly. We must have full 
and accurate reports this year. No 
church should be omitted. This office 
cannot supply the work to be done by the 
conference secretary. Last year most of 


Not Give More, 
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our secretaries tried faithfully to help 


in a fine way. It was very gratefully 
appreciated. We hope all will do so this 
year. We want a complete and accurate 
Annual this year. We make our bow and 
thank you now, and we count on your 
co-operation, without which we give a 
false report to the world. 
WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 


But More Give 


BY MRS. ANNA B. LIGGETT 


E talk about our hopes, our am- 
bitions, our prospects in business, 
our fame along this, that, or the other 
line. Let us talk together, without apol- 
ogy for so doing, of our use of that which 
Paul writes to Timothy, the love of mon- 
ey, which is the root of all evil. Are we 
willing to hold the mirror so we can 
see down deep into our own hearts and 
find what is actually there when we 
think of our attitude toward this one 
part of Christian Stewardship? 
Did you ever stop to realize that you 
are of very little value if you use your 
ability and talents entirely to serve your- 





QUITTING . 
OU will not quit—‘‘for quitting’s so 
easy to do.” 
It's hard, sometimes hard, to keep plug- 
ging along 
When the game isn’t going your way. 
There are times without doubt, when your 
hope flickers out 
And you think it is useless to play; 
But just keep in mind that the battle’s not 


lost 

Until all of the fighting is through, 

Make a contest of it, do not lie down and 
quit, 

For quitting’s so easy to do 

It's easy to flinch and it’s easy to whine 

When the foes that are stronger assail; 

When your pathway is barred and the 
going is hard, 

That's the time it is easy to fail; 

But while you've a chance don’t give way 
to despair, 

To your self and your purpose stay true; 

Make a battle of it, do not lie down and 
guit— 

That’s the easiest thing you can do. 

—Edgar A. Guest. 
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self? And then, have you realized that 
the same is true regarding your income? 
Call to mind some one who lives only for 
his own benefit,and then think of one 
who includes the welfare of others in his 
daily program. Which would you like 
to follow as an example? Is this not 
true in your church life? Are you part 
of a church that uses its income entirely 
for local purposes? Now look at the 
church that is made up of those who have 
a worthy part in the benevolent program 
of their denomination. Which one meets 
its local budget with the least financial 
strain? You may be saying, “Sure, I 


want to help others, and I do; but there 
are those who are much more able to 
carry the financial burden of the church 
than I am.” 

Do you not think there were many 
who lived during our Lord’s ministry? 
There must have been since it was nec- 
cessary for the multitude of disciples to 
select “seven men of honest report and 
full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom” (Acts 
6:3) to care for them, Then why was 
the action of only one called by Jesus to 
the attention of his disciples when he 
said, “Verily I say unto you, That this 
poor widow hath cast more in, than all 
they which have cast into the treasury” 
(Mark 12:48)? Was it because he so 
much needed her two mites in the treas- 
ury that he did not call the poor wid- 
ow to himself and say, “There are many 
who are financially able to fill the treas- 
ury, so you just put your two mites back 
in your pocket and leave those of abun- 
dance to share in this, and thereby re- 
ceive the blessing?” Surely we will agree 
that her action brought greater good to 
herself than to the treasury, and that he 
calls it to our attention so that we may 
be as faithful and as loyal as was she. 
Are we playing fair with ourselves 
when we leave to those of abundance 
the blessed task of filling the Lord’s 
treasury? May we not, by so doing, close 
the “windows of heaven” with self-pre- 
servation so our God cannot “pour out a 
blessing that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10)? 

Do you know that it requires but four 
cents a week from each member of the 
Christian Church in order that its ben- 
evolent budget be raised? Is there a 
member of your local church who could 
not do this? If you are doing that 
much, you are doing your share in meet- 
ing the denominational benevolences. But 
did Paul mean that we were to give only 
our share when he said, “Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings when 
I come” (1 Cor. 16:2)? Did you ever 
say, or show by your actions, that you 
had not prospered to the extent that 
you could give into the Lord’s treasury 
as little as one-tenth of your income? 
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Fellow-Christians, let us give into his 
treasury as God prospers us, and then 
watch to see what is done for Christ’s 
Kingdom through the departments of our 
own church: Christian Education, Evan- 
gelism, Home and Foreign Missions, and 
through that great ageney of which we 
are all a part—the General Convention of 
the Christian Church. 

Danville, Illinois. 


Extension Through Enrichment 
(Continued from page eight) 
dom of God. The method will be by en- 
richment through devotion, study, serv- 


NEW ENGLAND 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
Conference 


Providence, October 11—Activities in the 
Elmwood Christian Church this fall have 
commenced in a most encouraging man- 
ner. All serviees in various departments 
have been well attended and there is every 
reason to believe that this is to continue. 
Our Rally Day service in the church school 
had the largest attendance in its history. 

On Thursday evenings, or a period pre- 
ceding the mid-week services. Dr. Sargent 
is going to conduct a study class for the 
benefit of the school teachers and others 
interested. The subject for the first few 
weeks will be the Old Testament; emphasis 
will be laid on the growth of the Jewish 
conception of God during this Old Tes- 
tament period—from a “capricious” God 
to a God of Justice, and then to a God of 
Love. This promises to be a most in- 
structive and truly inspirational course. 

Our church is to entertain the annual 
Sunday School Convention of the state on 
Columbus Day. This is an all-day gather- 
ing, with a banquet at noon and supper 
at night. An interesting program is pro- 
vided for morning, afternoon, and evening. 
—Fern F. Whipple, Correspondent. 

October 22—We are glad to report that 
Rev. H. Russell Clem has accepted the 
pastorate of the West Mansfield Christian 
Church. This will keep Brother Clem in 
New England and will also give our 
church at West Mansfield a strong leader. 
The people of this village are certainly 
to be congratulated on the manner in 
which they have carried on through the 
adverse circumstances’ which befell them 
when their building was destroyed by fire 
only a few years ago. With an attractive 
church building and a new parsonage, 
both constructed and paid for since the 
fire, and with the wise leadership of 
Brother Clem, we trust that they are en- 
tering upon a time of spiritual and ma- 
terial well doing. 

The Calendar of the North Dartmouth 
Church informs us that the church is 
starting well this fall. Promotion Day 
was observed September 29 and Rally Day, 
October 13, — The young people held a 
Halloween social on the fourteenth and 
had as their guests the Young People’s 
Congress from the East Freetown Church. 
— Mr. and Mrs. George H. Phillips ob- 
served the fiftieth anniversary of their 
wedding on September 14, — Rev. E. J. 
Bodman and wife, who have been spend- 
ing a few weeks at Jacksonville, Maine, 
have gone to spend the winter with their 
daughter who lives in Ravent, New York. 
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ice, and the larger fellowship. We all 
have been denominationally minded. 
Some tell us that we should be interde- 
nominationally or omnidenominationally 
minded. Rather let us be nondenomina- 
tionally minded, having instead the 
mind of Christ, that we may be partakers 
of the divine nature. “If these things 
be in you and abound, they make you 
that ye shall neither be barren or un- 
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” “And the Lord make you 
to increase and abound in love, one to- 
ward another and toward all men.” 


Columbus, Ohio. 


From the Field 


The Ladies’ Aid of the Church at Pot- 
tersville had its annual harvest supper in 
the vestry on October 16. It was the larg- 
est attended supper of its kind for some 
years. During the absence of the pastor 
at the convention, Superintendent of 
Schools Horace F. Bates will occupy the 
pulpit in the morning, and the young 
people will present the pageant, “The 
Reckoning”, in the evening, under the 
leadership of Mrs. Charles P. King and 
Miss Mabel Hughes. 

Mr. Harrison Topliff takes the service 
at North Westport at nine-fifteen. Mr. 
Orrin A. Gardner has generously offered 
to assist Mr, George D. Hallowell of the 
Swansea Center and South Swansea charge 
by taking the pulpit for the Sunday. 
Brother Hallowell will be in Piqua. 

w.-,. &. 


Merrimaek Conference 

Laconia, N. H., October 17—The first two 
of the October Rally Sundays have been 
observed with splendidly successful pro- 
grams at our church. October 5, the pastor 
fave a message in the morning on “Was 
the Prodigal an Erstwhile Bible School 
Pupil?” A Rally Day program was given 
during the Bible School hour. In an orig- 
inal and beautiful way the Cradle Roll and 
other classes received floral recognition, 
after which Mrs. Julia Neal presented to 
Superintendent A. H. Greene, and Primary 
Superintendent Mrs. Jennie Bickford trib- 
utes of the school’s affection for them and 
appreciation of their. long service. Mr. 
Greene responded for both, referring to 
the ring given him as symbolizing the 
circle of affection and unity binding us 
all in the work. Brief talks by the pastor 
and a neighbor pastor, stressing the need 
of Bible study and mission work, followed. 
— October 12, Mr. Caswell’s morning sub- 
ject was, “A Message to Youth”. At the 
evening service, the young people pre- 
sented, in a very creditable manner, Miss 
Lucy Eldredge’s Rally Day program as 
given in The Herald Magazine Number 
for September. The spirit of unity and 
spirituality in these and our regular serv- 
iees is, we believe, the beginning of the 
refreshing showers for which we have 
been praying. — We have not at hand 
the data regarded the number of young 
people who have gone out from this church 
into Christian service during the fifteen 
years of Mr. Caswell’s pastorate. This 
fall there are four: Sutherland Miller, De- 
fiance ’27, Assistant General Secretary of 
Y. M. C. A. in Davenport, Iowa; Leland 
Brigham, in Y. M. C. A. work in New- 
port, New Hampshire, who is attending 


the General Convention as a delegate 
from this conference; Arthur Stone, jp 
Y. M. C. A. work in Hartford, Connecticyt. 
and Miss Mildred Merrill, who has had twe 
years at Defiance, preaching at Weg 
Thornton, N. H. Paster and church re. 
joice in our young people.—Correspondent, 


Laconia, New Hampshire, October 29- 
The general theme for this day has beep 
“Go Forward”. The effect of our rallying 
was seen in increased attendances ang 
enthusiasm at the services and a splep. 
did young people’s chorus at the evening 
service. — Our church is saddended to. 
day because one who was with us last 
Sunday has passed on—Mrs. Bertha Durgin 
Philbrick, who for years has been a faith- 
ful worker in our church.—Correspondent, 


Rockingham Conference 


Kittery Point, Maine, October 16—The 
annual business meeting of our church 
and its auxiliaries was held on Friday 
evening, October 4. The reports of the 
treasurers of the different auxiliaries were 
very interesting and encouraging. The 
officers and official board of the last 
year were reelected for the ensuing year 
— Ou” church was well represented at 
conference, which was held in Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire. October 1 and 2. — At 
the last business meeting of our C. E, §So- 
ciety it was voted to make a pledge for 
the church maintenance, also for beney- 
olence this coming year; also to have the 
uniform topie cards. Our new president, 
Mr. Fred Dorr, is trying to work up a 
new interest in our society and trying to 
sécure a large attendance and membership. 
During the fall and winter months our 
c. E. meetings will be held in the homes 


.of our community. The first one was 


held last Tuesday evening with Mr, and 
Mrs. John Glawson, and was very inter- 
esting and well attended. — Rev. Basil 
Harris of Beverly, Massachussets, oc- 
cupied our pulpit last Sunday morning 
and gave us a wonderful gospel message. 
In the evening the C. E. Society held a 
rally service with Miss Bertha Emery 4s 
chairman and speaker of the evening. An 
interesting program had been prepared 
und was finely presented. Mr. Harris 
added to the interest of the evening by 4 
short address on “The A. B. C.’s of Char- 
acter Building.”—Amee. 


IOWA 


Eldon, October 21—The Bethlehem 
Church has had a fine two weeks’ meet- 
ing. Rev. Charles Sloan, of Morrell, Ohio, 
who was visiting his brother, and other 
relatives, preached two fine sermons, 
morning and evening of September 22. — 
Monday, September 23, our pastor, Rev. 
W. M. Sooter, Jr., arrived. There was @ 
large crowd each evening, and on Saturday 
evening, October 5, three young girls con- 
fessed Christ as their Savior and united 
with the church. — Sunday morning, 
after Brother Sooter delivered a fine ser 
mon and gave the invitation, two young 
girls confessed Christ. These and als0 
one whole family united with the church. 

It was a beautiful scene to see father, 
mother, and three children all standing to- 
gether, showing their faith in God. They 
had previously belonged to the church 
where they lived, having just recently 
moved to this community. 

After the morning service the congre- 
gation went to the Des Moines River 
where four young girls were buried with 


their Lord in baptism.—Mrs. Floyd Sloan. | 
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KANSAS 

Qronoque, October 16—We had the priv- 
ilege of attending the Northwestern Asso- 
ciation of Congregational Churches at 
Lenora, Kansas, October 11. The meetings 
were held in the beautiful auditorium of 
the local church, Rev. J. L. Read pastor. 
as representatives of the Christian 
Church, we were given a most cordial wel- 
come, Time and time again the merger 
was mentioned and always with enthu- 
siasm. Rev. C. G. Nelson’s address, “The 
Background of Church Union”, was well 
received. Later when he extended the in- 
yitation of the Northern Kansas and 
Nebraska and Northwestern Kansas con- 
ferences to the Association to a joint ses- 
sion in 1930, the invitation was unan- 
imously accepted. There will be twenty- 
seven churches in this territory. The 
Christian Church representatives were Mr. 
and Mrs. C. E. Sprague and Mrs. G. S. 
Colip, of Morning Star, and Rev, and Mrs. 
c.G. Nelson of Oronoque. <A four-inch 
rain the night before prevented other del- 
egates attending. —- We are soon closing 
the third month of work in the Norton 
County Larger Parish. Time has gone 
very rapidly in business meetings, visit- 
ing, getting acquainted with the work 
and people in three churches. Two or 
these churches have adopted constitutions. 
Good Hope is rejoicing because it will soon 
be in its large, new building. The interior 
of the parsonage at Oronoque was redec- 
orated and a porch across the front added, 
all of which adds materially to both looks 
and comfort. Plans are being laid to paint 
the church and parsonage. Attendance 
and interest at all three points seem to 
be growing.—Mrs. C. G. Nelson. 


NEW YORK 


Albany, October 16—Work has been 
started on our church school addition. 
A dedicatory service will be held as soon 
as these rooms are completed and the Pri- 
mary Department will be more closely 
graded. — October 13 was Rally Day. The 
church school presented Miss Stearns’ 
pageant, “The Reckoning”, at the morn- 
ing service. The many original. contri- 
butions required in this pageant make it 
areal inventory of the year’s work, The 
attendance was large and the eongrega- 
tion seemed appreciative of the school’s 
efforts and accomplishments. Previous to 
the pageant, two infants were christened. 
— October 15 and 16 the Hudson River 
Association of Congregational Churches is 
meeting in Albany. The ministers of our 
conference have been invited and our pas- 
tor, Dr. A. C. Youmans, has been given a 
pPreminent place on the program. — The 
organ committee, which was appointed 
Several months ago, has been hard at 
work investigating various organ com- 
panies and now reports that an agreement 
has been reached with the Kilgen Organ 
Company, of St. Louis, Missouri. Work on 
the new instrument will begin immediate- 
ly. — Dr. and Mrs. Youmans will leave 
late this week to attend the Piqua Con- 
vention—Church Clerk. 


OHIO 





Tippecanoe Gity, Oetober 23--Sunday, 
October 20, was a day that many of us 
of the Cove Springs Christian Church will 
hot forget. After Sabbath School in the 
Morning, Rev. Clark P. Garman gave an 
interesting talk about the disastrous 
earthquake in Japan that we all remem- 
ber se well. This he gave for the chil- 
fren's benefit and showed photos taken 
at that time. Brother Garman is a Cove 





Springs Christian Church product, having 
been born and reared within sight of the 
church, and he stills retains his member- 
ship there. It has been about fifteen years 
since a similar meeting was held for him 
in his home church. Quite a few former 
members and friends of Cove Springs 
spent the day with us. At noon a bounti- 
ful dinner was spread in the dining room 
of the schoolhouse just across the road. 
In the afternoon, the pastor, Mrs. Mildred 
Treber, presided. She presented Brother 
Garman a friendship quilt that the Ladies’ 
Aid Society of Cove Springs had made for 
the Garmans. His afternoon address told of 
their life in its different phases in the Ori- 
ent. Rev. Heber O’Hara had charge of the 
devotional part of the afternoon service. 
Rev. Ellis Davis, a former Cove Springs 
boyhood friend of Brother Garman and 
now a minister in the Methodist Church, 
was present in the afternoon and offered 
the closing prayer, Brother Garman’s 
aged mother accompanied him.—Agnes 
Trostel. 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Lewisburg, October 19—On October 6, 
we held our Rally Day exereises for our 
Sunday School. At this time there was 
the promotion in the graded divisions. 
Following Sunday School, when the pas- 
tor was preaching Dr, D. M. Helfenstein, 
preached and invited the congregation to 
come forward to the Lord’s table, not one 
refused to come. — In the evening, the C. 
E. service was followed by preaching by 
the pastor. At this time the men’s chorus 
of the Evangelical Church assisted us by 
their splendid singing. We always appre- 
ciate having these men sing for us as they 
are men of God and are working for his 
Kingdom through song. 

Those who were not able to be pres- 
ent in the morning were given the oppor- 
tunity to commune in the evening. We all 
felt that the services of the day were 
beautiful and very helpful. — The En- 
deavorers have their Kaliy on the thir- 
teenth and later in the month there will 
be another Rally Sunday, at which time 
a pageant will be given. — We are pray- 
ing for a revival and for the-Lord -to fill 
us all with the Holy Spirit so we can 
bring more into his fold.—Mrs. R. B. 
Reedy, Church Clerk. 


Rev. George D. Foster 


Rev. George D, Foster was born August 
5, 1857, and departed this life October 2, 
1929. He was united in marriage January 
1, 1878, to Miss Florence Biddinger, to 
which union eight children were born. 
Three of these have preceded him in death, 
leaving to mourn their loss a wife, four 
sons, one daughter, and thousands of rel- 
atives and friends. 

Brother Foster was eonverted in a re- 
vival of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
near his home. At the age of twenty-one, 
he was made Sunday School superinten- 
cent, and at the age of twenty-five was 
licensed to preach the gospel. He con- 
tinued his services with the M. E. Con- 
ference for three years, then united with 
the Christian Church. He was pastor of 
a large number of churches in the Cen- 
tral Indiana Conference, his longest pas- 
torate being one of fourteen years with 
the Oakland Church. Northwestern In- 
diana Conference. 

Brother Foster conducted approximately 
seven thousand funeral services, having 
conducted as many as five in one day. 
He performed six theusand marriage cere- 
monies, received about four thousand into 
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and baptized about 


three thousand persons, 
Funeral services were conducted by the 
writer, assisted by local ministers of Tip- 


ton, 


D, A. Cook. 
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The Ultimate Purpose of Life 


BY LEILA A. 


IFE is constantly moving forward. 
Automobiles, pedestrians, airplanes, 

and even the Graf Zeppelin are contin- 
ually moving. What is the purpose of 
all our activity? 

Watching the water at a river dam, 
I began comparing it to life. The upper 
left-hand part was calm and serene. It 
made me think of the wonderful work of 
God and how splendidly he made the 
moonlight shine down upon us at night. 

Then, turning to the right, I beheld 
rushing, turbulent water. This reminded 
me of the busy hour in the city. Every- 
one rushes, pushes, and ofttimes ex- 
pends futile effort. Many of our lives 
seem purposeless and in a constant up- 
roar, as the onpouring waters of this 
dam. 

What is this life anyway? Today, 
money and pleasure seem to be the only 
real keynotes of our lives. 

Tourists stop and gaze on Niagara 
Falls, sigh and exclaim, How wonder- 
ful! Isn’t that marvelous! It doesn’t 
seem possible that God could have 
created so many wonderful things. 
Then in a few days these marvels of 
nature and God are pushed into the back- 
ground of our minds. 

How many of us are truly thinking 
people? Scientific wonders are being 
created constantly and yet the most of 
us hardly stop to think about how these 


CHRISTMAN 


marvelous things were made possible in 
the first place. 

Automobiles accidents and ofttimes 
butcheries of life only make us shudder 
as we hear or read about them. Soon 
the mad rush of life goes on the same 
as ever. 

Why is all this purposeless activity 
going forth anyway? What is life sup- 
posed to represent? Are we merely 
pawns in the great plan of existence? 
Like puppets in a show perhaps? Why 
not stop, think, and endeavor to create a 
purpose in molding our lives from day to 
day, and year to year, other than just 
money, and pleasure getting? 

Didn’t God create men and women 
for a noble purpose in this life? If not, 
then we must be mere puppets on this 
earth. Just work, dance, and live as we 
please, regardless of others. 

What is the meaning of all this 
world’s vastness and its costant chang- 
ing and activity? Stop! Look! Listen! 
Why not, “Stop! Look! Think!”? Then, 
after creating a definite and purposeful 
motive, work toward that goal with con- 
stant, persistent, pleasant, and kind en- 
deavor? Will we not be rewarded in the 
end of existence? 
ful bit of life the same as the water of 
a dam creates a bit of power for the mill, 
and receive your reward in the hereafter. 

North Manchester, Indiana. 


Dedication—Through Paying and Giving 


BY MRS. J. J. LINCOLN 


claim that money lacks spiritual 
value, that it is essential to the church 
only as a means of maintenance and ex- 
pansion, is a perverted conception of the 
holiest acquisition God has made pos- 
sible to mankind. For money or what- 
ever man holds as his own is obtained 
only through God’s bounty and by his 
good providence over human endeavor 
and, for that reason, is a divine some- 
thing to be accounted for by such use 
as will glorify the Owner and Dispenser 
of every scrap of material, tangible or 
intangible, that diffuses itself in human 
production. 


The man who is able to give largely 
to church and benevolent causes and who 
does it even beyond what he owes to 
God, unless he has taken into account 
his cbligation as a steward of every pos- 
session God permits him to use and con- 
trol, has not come into full consciousness 
of money’s most precious vantage, viz., 
its power of identification between man 


and his Maker. It is not the much nor 
the little that matters, but the fact 
whether we do cor do not recognize God 
as sovereign Owner of all things, our- 
selves but tenants of his fatherly pro- 
vision, willing and ready to accept his 
claim upon our earthly holdings. 
- To say tithing is a venture dishonors 
God. Tithing holds no risk nor hazard. 
No uncertainly of consequence attaches 
to pure obedience. In the mind of God, 
the devoted or reserved portion was as 
firmly a principle to be observed in the 
rounding out of character and life as 
partaking of the food we eat. In this 
world natural life and spiritual life re- 
troact. “Grant me the struggle that my 
soul’ may grow”. Yes, the struggle of 
want, if need be, that out of each dollar 
one precious, shining silver dime may go 
back to God from whom it came. 
Humanity lost its birthright by appro- 
priating in the Garden that which God 
had reserved unto himself. It took the 
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precious blood of Jesus to purchase back 
for all the world heirship to eterna] life 
which so heedlessly, through our firy 
parents, you and I let slip. That spirit. 
ual life may sweeten and enlarge and m. 
diate, the tithe is the guarantee. Mep. 
tally set on this score, heart and soy 
expand beyond the possibility of boy. 
dary, and stewardship finds its place in 
self-abandonment. No more call we 
anything our own. 

That the evangel story may be giver 
to all, near and far, isn’t it great that 
for such accomplishment God provides 
resource and a plan? Giving is volun. 
tary, paying is not. But they who pay 
will have to give—if not much money, 
that which God honors more and for 
which Jesus pleads—a life. 

The love of God constrains. In this 
matter of paying and giving, I think 
that neither death nor life nor angels 
nor principalities nor powers nor things 
present nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature could 
separate me from this love. 

Lawrenceville, N. J. 


The Art of Co-operation 
By Rev. Roy C. Helfenstein, D. D. 

Bear ye one another’s burdens, and s 
fulfill the law of Christ.—Gal. 6:2. 

E highest of all arts is the disposi- 

tion and the ability to co-operate with 
other people. To be able to get along 
with other people; to be able to work har 
moniously with those who do not agree 
with you; to be able to give and take; 
to concede the other person’s position 
when circumstances so require; to be able 
to go a second mile with a brother trav- 
eler on the highway of life; to be able 
to appreciate the best in others and t 
give the best of one’s self, and to work 
constructively with others for the com- 
mon good of all; to bear one another’s 
burdens,—that is co-operation. 

The progress of society and of the 
Kingdom of God depend upon co-oper® 
tion. The biggest thing Christianity does 
is to give its devotees a spirit of c0-0p- 
eration, for it inspires people to seek 
“God’s way”. Those who insist on hav 
ing “their way” or “no way”, are not 
traveling on “the Christ way’ of co-op 
eration. The surest mark of a Christian 
is the disposition and the ability to 
operate with others in service to God and 
to man, 

Dover, Delaware. 


























WHY I AM AN OPTIMIST 

AM an optimist because I have never 

been able to figure out why a pe 
simist is. 

I am an optimist because I prefer # 
walk in the sunshine rather than the 
moonshine. I am an optimist because! 
think smiles make a better looking face 
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than frowns, that a well regulated liver 
is better than no liver at all and that an 
overflowing heart is to be preferred to a 
leaky heart. 

I am an optimist because I can get 
along very nicely without taking any sort 
of pills; because with this sort of phi- 
losophy I can take my time, digest my 
meals, and still catch my train. 

I am an optimist because, when I run 
into those who are not, I usually have to 
apologize or else get off the earth. And 
I like to do neither of these. 


I am an optimist because I like health, 
because I enjoy happiness, and because 
the fine and beautiful and wonderful in 
life look mighty good to me, are stimu- 
lating, and because these things never 
“backfire.” 

Tam an optimist because I have never 
discovered a failure who was one. 

I am an optimist because everybody is 
always anxious to make an optimist’s ac- 
quaintance, to invite him out to lunch, 
and to have him around on rainy days. 

Tam an optimist because it is the most 
Profitable business on earth to be in. Not 
from the standpoint of money value but 
from the viewpoint of soul value. Also, 
Tam an Optimist—“Just because.” And 

I am an optimist because I seem to 
have been born that way.—George 
Matthew Adams. 
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The Communion of Saints helps to 
Save the sinful world. 


About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


ning to be answered. Our greatest days 
are before us. 


There was a fine sentiment in the 
Convention for Franklinton College and 
earnest desire to help. The Convention 
passed a resolution to enable the school 
to go forward in its plan of completing 
its equipment and to give it the Christ- 
mas offering of the church, which should 
be a generous one this year. Franklin- 
ton fills a great need, and the church 
must rise and meet that need. Many 
have expressed a desire to help, and 
Christmas is the opportunity to show 
that desire is a real one. 


Fifty national leaders of the Congre- 
gational and Christian Churches attend- 
ed a fellowship dinner at the Elm Street 
Methodist Church at Piqua on Friday 
of the Convention. President Coffin pre- 
sided and the Congregational leaders 
were guests of the Christians. Brief ad- 
dresses were made by Moderator Fred B. 
Smith, Secretary Burton, Pastor Dan 
Bradley, and Dr. Frank K. Sanders of 
the Congregationalists, and by Dean D. 
B. Atkinson and President W. A. Har- 
per of the Christians. It was a fine fel- 
lowship and one of the essential things 
in making real the union between the 
churches, 


Friendship 


R. J. R. Miller, in “The Building of 

Character,” speaking of ways in 
which people make friendship hard, says, 
“Another example is that in which one 
claims a friend exclusively for one’s own. 
There are such people. They want their 
friend to show interest in no other, to do 
kindness to no other. 


“Unless both persons are alike weak 
and sentimental, such a spirit cannot 
but make friendship hard. No man or 
woman who has the true conception of 
life is willing to be bound in such chains. 
We cannot fulfill our mission in God’s 
great world of human beings by permit- 
ting ourselves to be tied up in this sen- 
timental way to any one person. No 
worthy friendship ever makes such de- 
mands. Love knows no such limitations; 
only jealousy can inspire such narrow- 
ness, and jealousy is always ignoble and 
dishonoring. A noble wife and husband 
bound in one, in the most sacred of ties, 
make no such weak and selfish demand 
upon each other. Each desires the other, 
while loyal and true in the closer rela- 
tion, to be the largest possible blessing te 
all the world, knowing that their mutual 
love is not made less, but richer, by the 
exercise of unselfishness toward all who 
need help.”—Selected. 
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MONEY FOR CHRISTMAS 


Look in the old trunk and send me all the 
old envelopes up to 1876. Do not remove 
the stamps. Will pay the highest prices. 


GEORGE HAKES, 290 Broadway, New York 
fe _____d 


Official Information 
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C. S. Bennett, 5809 Maryland Ave.,, Chicago, Il 

Norval C. Kern, 241 Victoria Park Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario. i 
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M. E. Pressler, 424 N. McKinley, Muncie, Ind. 

Ed Borah, Haubstadt, Indiana. 

Frank H. Gardner, R. R. 1, Somerset, Mass. 

J. E. Etter, Ft. Recovery, Ohio. 

H. R. Clem, West Mansfield, Mass. 

E. J. Bodman, Box 298, Ravena, New York. 

a Garman, 50 West Third Ave., Columbus, 

io. 

George W. Foltz, 225 Center St., Findlay, Ohio. 

R. C. Updyke, Hartwick, New York. 

B. A. Hartley, La Fayette. Ohio. 

Frank J. Wright, Ansonia, Ohio. 

John A. Stover, 65 Grandview Ave., 
Point, Dayton, Ohio. 

R. N. Lawlyes, Georgetown, Illinois. 

Q. S. Parks, 201 S. Western Ave. Kokomo, In- 
diana. 

J. E. Spencer, Hidalgo, Illinois. $ 

M. M. Greesley, 5601 Blackstone Ave., Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Clark A. Denison, 309 N. Walnut St., North Man- 
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Bert Page, R. R. 8, Albion, Indiana. 

Q. C. Huff, 601 North D Street, Indianola, Iowa. 

Cecil Leek, Kitchel, Indiana. 
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J. B. Speaker, 208 North Orchard Street, Day- 
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A Dying Member 

STORY is told of a certain pastor 

who mourned over a backslider in his 
congregation, once a regular attendant 
at the prayer service, who for months 
had not been seen in the “upper room.” 
Unable to stand it longer, at the close of 
one of the meetings in which the voice, 
formerly accustomed to lead in prayers, 
was sorely missed, the minister went 
straight to the man’s home and found 
him sitting before the open fire. The 
absentee, somewhat startled by the in- 
trusion, hastily placed another chair for 
his visitor and then waited for the ex- 
pected words of rebuke. Had the rebuke 
been spoken, no one knows what the re- 
ply might have been, or what mistaken, 
yet lasting anger might ‘have been 
kindled. But not a word did the minister 
say. Taking his seat before the fire he 
silently took the tongs and lifting a glow- 
ing coal from the midst of its fellows, 
laid it by itself on the hearthstone. Re- 
maining painfully silent, he watched the 
blaze die out. Then the truant opened 
his mouth to say: “You needn’t say a 
single word, sir; I’ll be there next Wed- 
nesday night.”—John W. Inzer. 

o 


Since Christian Brotherhood is a plant- 
ing of God, we at once know it is a good 
tree and that it will bear none other 
than good fruit. 

2 

The Communion of Saints promotes the 

advancement of God’s Kingdom. 
















JOLLY JESTS 


A emile—and the heart is lighter, 
A laugh—and the day grows brighter. 





“Nothing worries a girl more than to 
discover that the man after her own 
heart isn’t after it at all.” 


Brown: “Your wife looks rather tired.” 
Smith: “Yes, she’s been using a lot of 
new labor-saving appliances.” —Answers. 


A lady was entertaining the small son 
of her married friend. 

“Are you quite sure you can cut your 
meat, Willy?” she asked after watching 
him a moment. 

“Oh, yessum”, he replied without look- 
ing up. “We often have it as tough as 
this at home.”—The Lyre. 


Two little boys came into the dentist’s 
office. One said to the dentist, “I want 
a tooth took out and I don’t want no gas 
because I’m in a hurry.” 

Dentist: “That’s a brave little boy. 
Which tooth is it?” 

Little Boy: “Show him your tooth, Al- 
bert.”—Texas Ranger. 


Ellen, four, had just returned home 
after her first morning in kindergarten. 

“Well”, asked her mother, “how did 
you like it?” 

“I didn’t like it at all”, she replied. 
“The woman put me on a chair and told 
me to wait there for the present—” 

“Well”, interrupted her mother, 
“wasn’t that all right?” 

“But”, continued Ellen, “she never 
gave me any present”.—Exchange. 


Bride: “My husband had a hope chest, 
too, before we were married.” 
What 


Neighbor: “For mercy sakes! 
was in it?” 

Bride: “A bushel of socks—he hoped 
some one would darn ’em.”—Selected. 

A factory foreman congratulated one 
of his men on his new Sunday suit, but 
suggested the use of a coat hanger to 
make the jacket set better, adding the 
information that it could be obtained at 
a store for threepence. On meeting his 
superior the following Sunday, the work- 
man said: “I’ve ’ad to give up that coat 
’anger, sir. It was very trying across 
the shoulders, and when I stooped down, 
the ’ook pushed my ’at off.”—Wall Street 
Journal. 


In the early days of the war the offi- 
cer in charge of a British post deep in 
the heart of Africa received this wireless 
message from his superior officer: 

“War declared. Arrest all enemy 
aliens in your district.” 

With commendable promptness the 
superior received this reply: 

“Have arrested seven Germans, three 
Belgians, two Frenchmen, two Italians, 
an Austrian, and an American. Please 
say who we’re at war with— American 
Boy. 
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e>-575 
P PSALM 9 I 


Hymn Board No. 9 
Size, 29x38% inches 
No. 9A. Light Oak 
No. 9D. 


No. 93W. Walnut 
Prices of Special Slides for Church 
Year 





Season Slides for Episcopal, Luther- 
an, and Reformed Churches Complete. 
24 Slides and 4 Sets of Numerals, $3.00 
a set, postpaid. 

For Use in Any Denomination. A set 
including the following slides: Psalter, 
Sel. Hymns, Psalms and 4 sets of 
numerals, 75 cents, postpaid. Extra 
sets of numerals, 15 cents a set, post- 
paid. Separate slides, 15 cents each, 
postpaid. 

All Delivery Charges Extra. 


HYMN BOARD NO.8 
Size, 23x35% inches 


No. 8A. Light Oak $17.50 # 
No. 8D. Dark Oak 17.50 | 
No. 8W. Walnut... 22.50 
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90 
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No. 3 





No. & 4 
HYMN BOARD NO. 12 
Size, 19x36 inches 


No. 12A, Light 
_ HYMNS Oak 

No. 11D. Dark Oak 35.00 324 
No. 11W. Walnut.. 45.00 


: No. 12D. Dark Oak 17.50 [7 
‘ 607 No. 12W. Walnut. 22.50 ; 
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